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Welcome to Portland, Oregon!
The Fire Congress is being held at the Portland Oregon Convention Center.  Fly into Portland International Airport and you are amazed by the green landscape and towering Mt. Hood (pictured on the cover).  No need for a rental car, ride the MAX light rail train to our headquarters hotel, the DoubleTree, in the Lloyd Center neighborhood.  And walk a just few blocks to the Oregon Convention Center for the Congress. 
Originally called Stump Town, to basketball fans, Portland is known as Rip City.  You can catch a Trailblazers NBA basketball game at the Rose Garden which is adjacent to the Convention Center.  
“Shop till you drop” at Lloyd Center, Pioneer Courthouse Square or the shops on 23rd Avenue.  Remember, there is no sales tax in Oregon.  Your holiday shopping starts here! 
If you like craft beers, Portland is home to some of the best brewpubs in the world and a visit to the Pearl District is a must.  Northwest cuisine is outstanding and many restaurants are a walk or short MAX ride away.  You may hear names such as Dan and Louie’s Oyster Bar, Kell’s Irish Pub, Jakes, The Ringside and the superb fare at Voodoo Donuts.  
Like a good book?  Visit Powell’s on Burnside for a bibliophile treat.  

Got a few extra days?  Rent a car and visit the Columbia River Gorge or head to the Oregon Coast to watch the storms and breakers.  It won’t be terribly cold, but do bring your rain gear.  After all, that’s why the land is so green!    
Start planning your trip now by visiting Travel Portland http://www.travelportland.com/ for all the latest information.
And to learn more about the Congress visit our website at http://www.fireecology.net/Congress12/Home.html?
See you at the Congress!
About the Congress

Organizers

The 5th International Fire Ecology and Management Congress is being hosted and organized by the Association for Fire Ecology in cooperation with our sponsors and collaborators.  

Purpose

The International Fire Ecology & Management Congresses were begun in 2000 to provide an international forum for the presentation of new research and management findings and to facilitate discussion of current topics important to this burgeoning field.  Because fire ecology and management are multidisciplinary studies, the 5th International Congress will provide opportunities for fire and land managers, scientists, resource professionals, agency administrators, local government representatives, consultants, university staff, students, and the concerned public to learn from each other. We will study scientific developments, discover new technologies, exchange and build upon ideas, and explore the relevancy of problems, issues and solutions from others across the globe.   

Objectives

The best available science is of little use if it gathers dust on the shelves of a library or is deeply embedded on an obscure website.  Come to the Congress to learn new information, renew and broaden relationships and gain perspective about learning and implementing new science information. 

The 5th International Fire Ecology and Management Congress hosted by the Association for Fire Ecology will provide a forum on global wildland fire research, education, and management. The Congress theme is “Uniting Research, Education, and Management.” Featured invited speakers will put contemporary wildland fire issues into a global context. Concurrent sessions and an evening poster session will cover a wide range of topics and issues.  Participants can help shape the Congress program by suggesting special sessions developed on specific themes.  A new feature is free meeting space for participants to conduct their annual meetings on Monday and Friday.  Special demonstrations and workshops will occur on Monday to provide hands-on experiences for participants. 
